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| “6 toh counties of Kentucky, more than 200 people have obey- 
€ 


Vol. VIII. Cincinnati, Ohio, October 1, 1840. No. 10. 


VISIT TO KENTUCKY. 


Time is winging us away 
our eternal home; 
Life is but a winter’s day— 
A journey to the tomb. 


| Ina period of little more than three weeks, and in.an extent 
of country not exceeding twenty-four miles in length, in. the 


the gospel. The several accessions making up this number 
were made chiefly to the following churches, namely: Nicho- 


lasville, Providence, Lexington, and Georgetown. As cold- 


waters to the thirsty soul so is good news trom a far country, 


~ said the Jewish Monarch: to our distant and dear readers, 


therefore, this happy news of tears, penitence, conversion, and 


‘the return of sinners to God will, we trust. be as cooling 


waters from Jordan’s streams or the wells of Salem—grateful, 


refreshing, exhilerating, strengthening. 
After the-meeting at Nicholasville had been opened, brother 


Johnson and self were joined by our estimable fellow-laborer, 


Doctor Lewis Pinkerion. This meeting, this holy convoca-— 


tion at Nicholasville, will long be remembered by those who 


_—had the happiness to taste of its enjoymenis. The King atone 


period of our solemnities seemed to have descended into the 
midst of his saints with garments smelling of myrrh, and aloes, 


and cassia out of the heavenly palaces, making them glad and 


filling every soul with joy unutterable and full of glory,» It - 


was ecstacy all, but not extravagance; it was peace and love : 


and the holy Spirit. He wasas the dew of heaven; and Israel 


shone like the lily: the beauty of his people was as the olive. 


tree and their odor as the odor of Lebanon. - How lovely is thy 

dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts! ee 
The church of Nicholasville was in a state of great depres- 

sion some years ago; but was putinto order again by Dr. Robt. 


Richardson. Under the guidance of a pious senior, and visited 


by divers of our church messengers, sne has revived; has 
grown as the vine; her odor again is become as the smell of the 


wine of Lebanon. Her Eldership consists of a happy mixture — 
of manhood and old age, and partakes of the activity and 
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strength of the one and of the experience and dignity of the ~~ 
other. There is at present associated with falherSymesinthe © 
Eldership four other brethren of great worth and uprightness. | 

_ During the meeting the Evangelical corps resided under the 

_ Yoof of this hospitable and heavenly-minded old man; and the 

high and divine communion which we held with him of things 
as yet unseen, the objects of our faith and hope, will, we trust, 
never be forgotten. May grace, mercy, and peace rest upon 

him and his family, through Jesus Christ. 

We proceeded to Providence, a church composed of the 
kindest brethren: here also the Lord blessed the labors of his 
Evangelists, brothers Johnson and Pinkerton, with fresh suc- 
cess: the piety, indefatigability, and eloquence of these excel- 

lent servants of God were beheld with equal admiration and 
affection by all the brotherhood. How blessed the lot of that 
people who enjoy the benefit of those holy ministrations sup- 
plied by such as truly serve God and his Messiah! = = = = —— 


O greatly blessed the people are 


The joyful sound that know! 
brightlews of thy face, O Lord! | 
They in thy name shall all the day 
And in thy favor shall their horn 
And power exalted be. 


The Evangelists dispersed; each departed his several way:-—~ hs 
~ ‘We turned aside into the parts about Republican, where we had oa 
_. the happiness to see and to greet many of the holy brethren. 
Republican is a congregation lying south of Lexington about 
- six miles. The population of the vicinity is nearly all convert- — 
--eds Thomas Smith, now on a visit to Missouri, is their chief, 
speaker. Here we met brother Begg, and spent with him a 
few nights under the hospitable root of our, excellent brotiter, 
Lewis —-, with whom and his pious lady, together with father  - 
_. Symes, who had come from Nicholasvilie, we enjoyed are- _ 
~_- smewal of all that sweet and holy communion of which we had _ 
already partaken in the congregation in Jessamine. 


Far from mortal cares retreating, 
Sordid hopes and vain desires, | 
‘Here his saints securely meeting, | 
__. Every heart to heaven aspires. 


= -In Lexington, brother A. Kendrick, with brother Dr. Smith, 
had also commenced a meeting. The efforts of these excel- 
Jent brethren were crowned with sudden and great success. 
They were occasionally supported by brethren Gano, Pinker- — 
ton, Shannon, and others, till the number of converts swelled © 
to, upwards of 125. We had the happiness to be of the au- — 
‘ dience of all these devoted servants of our Lord, to hear them _ 
and with others to.share in the pleasure and profit of their sa- 
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OF THE TRUE. GOSPEL. » Sf 


ered eloquence. - Brother K. has a fine untiring tenor voice 
and articulation as distinct as itis rapid. His oratory isa 
little dashing, but full of sense, striking and influential. Bro- 
ther 8’s. eloquence is full of entreaty, pathos, and rhetoric, 
with a first rate bass voice, and tasteful and ornate language. 
‘Pres. S. is logician, philologist and rhetorician as well .as a 


_ learned theologist and successful evangelist. His action is 


' full of vivacity, and his-manner earnest in the extreme. The 
benevolence which beams from his open countenance disarms 
suspicion and renders every thing he says acceptable, Brother 
P., when speaking, is,a personification of true piety. He is 
full of Christ. The burden of souls is upon him: what he says 
evidently comes not merely from his lips but trom the deep con- 
viction that couches beneath. His voice is-a little husky, but 
~at the same time hindereth: him not the use of a style of words 
and language which is at once neat, tasteful, ornate, and not 
-unfrequently in the highest degree classical [scriptural]. The 
spontaniety of his thoughts and pleuatitulness of his ideas have 
made him latterly a little careless of the logic of his discourses: — 
this his good sense, illuminated by more.experience, will ena- 
ble him to correct, butif indulged in, it would destroy the bal- 
ance which should obtain in every discourse between the mo-. 
. ral and the intellectual, knowledge and duty, teaching and ex~ © 
hortation. His eloquence is devotional, beautiful, and impres- — 
sive. J.A.G. is a person of great mental force, morally and 
-intellectually.. -Though he can state, prove, iflustrate,. and 
defend with. power and clearness, he nevertheless seems con- 


» Scious that his greatest strength lies in the morale of his dis- 


course. Accordingly, when he bas laid down his premises 
and reviewed and shortly argaed them, he diverges trom the 


straight line of demonstration; and Jeaving the heights of proof 


and proposition he descends upon his audience in a shower of | 
tears, and, ina style of language and a tone of voice not to be | 

imitated, leads captive all hearts. Like Milton’s Philomel, | 
*Most masical! most melancholy.””. - 


“Since the departure of brother B. F. Hal! from Lieingtod for , 
Louisville, brother Short has labored with the brethren there | 
much to their satisfaction. The Lord, by the late additions 
which have been made to the church, has been gracious to his 
people; quietude pervades the chureh and great pace rests 

upon them all. 
The meeting at Gidigeiown was attended with the best re 
sults. Brothers Johnson, Gano, and Pinkerton were present. 
The baptisins took place at night. The scene was sweet, sol- 
emn, and imposing. The sighs of the new-born babes strag- | 
-gling into life, as they rose from the bosom of the waters into 
_ the’ moon-lit air, fell upon the souls of thé audience soft as the 
dews of heaven, and tearful and tender as the rain‘upon the 


‘mown grass ani! showers that water the earth, while the hymns 


and psalms and songs chanted by » voices 
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sounded through the nightly sky like the music of the spheres 
or the song of the seraphs filling the heart with pity, piety, 
_ We next made arun. out into Henry county, visiting the — 
brethren at Palmyra, New Castle, Clear Creék, Shelbyville, Elk- 
horn, and Grassy Springs. Besides the proclaimers which we 
have named we had the pleasure of seeing others, as brother - 
Tribble at Palmyra,.a laborer that needeth not to be ashamed 
rightly dividing the word of truth and fearlessly. giving to saint 
and sinner his portion in due season: also brother Roberts, who 
has been very suceesstul in Henry county and vicinity. At 
Clear Creek, brother Crawford, an Evangelist in easy circume- 
stances, with a disposition and. abilitics both intellectual and 
moral to do all possible good in the name of his great Master. . 
It is pleasing to have to notice in this place the divine kindness. * 


of certain members of the church at ClearCreek Academy: the “=#-% 


cause seems to lay neer their heart indeed: and we trust their 
- Names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. Of them it may 
be said, as Paul said of Stephanus, **You know the tamily of 
Stephanus, that it is the first fruit of Achaia, and that they have 
devoted themselves to the ministry for the saints.”” We trust 
that the aged father Thomas and his numerous and pious sons — 
and daughters and sons and daughters-in-law will long con- —— 
~ tinue to be a blessing to their brethren and to those who labor - 
for the Lord, and that they will live piously and die rich in 
good worksand in the righteousness of the kingdom of heaven. 
_ At Shelbyville we lodged as usual with brother Dr. Nuckols. 
The hospitality. of some men extends to their kin: that of others 
embraces kin and christians too; while that of others knowing —. 
no bounds would, if it eould, spread a common board for \ 
mankind. An air of pious repose spreads itself over every *™ 
_ thing and every person and apartment under this hospitable — 
roof: a peaceful stillness has stamped itself upon the family, — 
and the innumerable visitants of all persuasions that meet here — 
-Teadily yield themselves willing. victims to the gentle quietude 
that pervades the house, and talk of religion with the feelings 
of men and not partisans. The Apostle spoke of certain indi- 
viduals as being ‘‘the glory of Christ.” How truly glorious it 
is in every one who has the ability, to use a generous hospitality 
as Peter enjoins, without grudging; cheering and being cheer- 
- ed, watering and being watered, loving and deing loved, as in 
the case of this-excellent brother and his pious and devoted 
partner. The church of Shelbyville was lately much refreshed 
by the visit of brother Moss. The accessions made during his — 
Stay were parhaps 16, and the brethren not unwilling to hear 
all the truth, winced not under his racy teachings, but heard 
~ him gladly. There are many pious and faithful brethren and 
_gisters in this church: Nuckols, Standiford, Shiers, Morton, and 
others are no doubt very properly reckoned pillars in this as- 
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> OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 
“In Shelbyville, Grassy Spring, Union, Lexington, New Cas- 
tle, Georgetown, Millersburgh, Cy%thiana, Winchester, and 
many other places, there is a strong desire to improve in 
Sacred Music, and some attempts are being made in some of 
those ne to do so by the young disciples patronized by the 
old. The ordinance of praise, however, lays in @ total ruin 
- among us: nevertheless we are not to blame; for the parties, - 
Baptist, Methodist, Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Quaker, Cath- 
lic, &c. from which we all come, have treated us no otherwise 
in regard to the praises of God than in regard to all other things | 
in the Christian religion. They left us ignorant of all things: 
~ We have had to set up honse anew, and we shall have to fur- - 
nish and adorn our house like other new beginners just as we 
are able. May the good Lord help his poor children to improve 
in this and in every grace. | 
_. On our return from Henry county we stopped at Frankfort: © 
saw our esteemed brother Moore, and visited Poplar Hill Aca- 
demy, the seat and home of brother Philip F. Fall. AS 


_ At twilight tuned to seek a resting place, 
And spend the night in piety and peace; 
tife so sacred, such serene fepose, 
Seemed heaven itself—. 


— When supper was over we were introduced into the aparts 
“St ments containing the Philosophical and Chemieat Apparatus, ~ 
and entertained by the philosophic President of the Academy 
with numerous pleasing experiments, shows and illustrations: ~ 
though brother Fall, from family and other reasons has dimin- 
ished the former number of his pupils one-half, and has now 
but twenty-five young ladies, yet this seems only to have dou- 
bled his diligence in the augmentation of his apparatus. Among’. 
the additions made to this since my last visit are a splendid. 
- Telescope, the cost of which was $750, and the Lucern Mi- 
_eroscope, a piece of apparatus of great value, espeeially in Mins 
eralozy and in vegetable and animal Physiology. “By these two -. 
instruments we were entertained successively with a peep at = ©. 
the vast and the minute, the sub'ime and the beautiful! At y 
‘one time we gazed through the Telescope at the vast and mar. 
- ble-like orb of the moon; at another speculated on the micros- 
- eopic and hexagonal covering of a gnat’s eye. Burke on the 
Sublime and Beautiful, says that ‘‘attending to their quantity 
beautiful objects are comparatively small.” This observation 


comb identical in figure but ona larger scale, though eon- 
With the unerr “instinct itself, 


\ 
of the English statesman and philosopher derives an admirable : 
illustratton from the microscopic object just mentioned: Neyer 
| was any thing fabricated with higher regard to mathematical 
accuracy than this minutissime, compared in quality to which 
the gossamer that floats in the sammer beam was like a tissue 
of iron wire _ with a web of finest silk. The —_ 
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excel it in beauty and regularity. In the honey-comb the 
hexagon is preferred to: other figures affording the great-» ~~ 
est ‘possible strength and space...This filmy covering then 
is fabricated with ‘relation to strength and ‘the introduction: of. 
light invo the gnat’s eye, the hexagon being preferred in this. . 
case also as affording the greatest. possible space for the 
transmission of the rays of light; so thatinthe minuteas inthe 
vast. the divine wisdom pervades the system of created things.- _ 


Lord, how. manifold are. thy works; .in wisdom hast thon 


made them all!” The sting of.a bee was next laid-in the field’ 
of the microscopic speculum; butthe perfection of its mechan- 
ism wes rendered less apparent by its being encumbered with 
itssheath. Then we saw bugs and beetles, droptin gold 
 shining.in burnished mail. The mite, of which wesometimes 
eat a thousand at a mouthful, was submitted, but Burke’s ob-- | 
servation fails here, fora very ugly looking-little creature it-is. 
itis that we donot always know what we eat; for.ifour 
eyes were as. piercing without the aid of the microscope as with =| 
~ it, surely we would seldom, in summer at-least, either eat or 
drink. Other minute creatures, which must here remain un- 
named, were also subjected to speeulation. The examplesin ~~ 
vegetable and animal Physiology were curious and striking; 
and in Mineralogy the’appearances of several of the metals 
were beautiful and impressive; the foliated appearance of silver, 
the moss-like masses-ot gold, white and lustrous forms of 
-platina, and those of mercu ry, arsenic, copper, and the blue,. 
fiery, and red-like color‘of antimony, were truly striking and_ 
_. Passing over the experiments.in Chemistry we applied our. 
eye tothe Telescope. The moon, ‘shorn of her beats” was 
seen hanging in ‘theaven’s wide -path-way” like a globe of | 
marble, and seemingly as. impenetrable to the human eye as’ 
this, even when aided by the triumphs of.art. The distance _ 
of the moon, like. that of thé sun, is derived from its horizontal | 
parallax, obtained by observations at.remote stations, or by phe-. - 
 pemena called occultations, and is found to be about 237,000. 


~ miles distant.» How impressive. the idea of beholding a globe — 
go vast brought within an apparent distance of a few feet! Vast, 
however, as is the real distance of the moon, it is little more, 
as we are told, than one-fourth the diameter of the sun’s body, 
_ *tgo that the. globe of the sun would nearly twice include the | 
wholeorbit of the moon’’! ‘ta consideration,” says Sir 
-Herschell, ‘*wonderfully calculated:to raise our ideas of that 
. stupendous luminary.” In the. morning we looked through 
_. the splendid Telescope, with its colored glass, at-the sun: and ~~~ 
“ob! what a boundless idea filled the sou! as that huge sphere 
travelled across the field! and he apneared.the more stupendous — 
‘to us as. we thought of him:in comparison with. the minute 
atoms which; we were examining on the preceding evening, — 


The first reflection of ascientific nature which suggested itself 4 | 
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to me on beholding these heavenly. bodies was ‘the 


imperfection of the instrument through which they were view= 


ed. «Notwithstanding all that has been said of the Telescope, 


how vastly :oust i: be improved before any thing can be known 


Of the inhabitants even of the moon, oA nothing of. the sun, 


which is hundieds of times more distant! There is no more... 


appearance of aaimals, or of vegetation, of of houses, &¢. on 


the superfice= of the moon than there is upon a giobe ot white 


wax; all ie cold, !feless, impenetrable, and indicating not one 


idea beyond! “at Scripture gives usoof her. ase, namely: ** For 
a light by night.” The macule or spoils on the sun were very. 
obvious and apparently restless as viewed through the great 
Telescope. but still the scene impresses the soul with a kind | 


of scientific despair, and we retire with the sorrowtul convic~_ 
«tion that Philosophy is never destined to triumph over the diffi-, 


¢ulties which iirterpose between her and-a real 


“bed sof the physical constitution of the sun ahd moon. 


Sir John Herschel Says that ‘Sa circle of one second in diam- | 


wo. as seen fromthe earth, on the surtace of the moon, con- 


tains ebottt a square. mile.” It appears lor Me, therefore, that 


if to the powers of the greatest of our Telescopes there could | 
be added the most perf-ct Microscope, a maninthe moon, when . 


seén, would not appear larger than the smallest of our animal. 
cule. Now carry this reasoning to the case of te sun, some — 
hundreds of times more distant, and. then you will perhaps feel a 
the infinite barrier which distance has interposed between ug 
and all knowledge of tke physical condition of these spheres, 
Men may, know the things of earth then, but of the things in 
the heavens they-must for ever remain in comparative igno- 


_ rance; and. with the holy Psalmist we may say and sing, ** The 


heavens, even the heavens are the. Lord’ s; but the earth has he 
iven lo the childreu of men.”” Psalin exv. 

We finally bid farewell to the president of Poplar Hill Be 
‘male Academ: and his household: and afterwards wended our. 
way back to Frankfort, musing on God and his works, and 
upon the Philosopher and his fair school and ins rich and Varied 


furniture. Oh! did the bishops and people in our ranks but 


-* take the same pleasure in the churches of God which, this - 


Christian Philosopher takes in his school; had they in them but 
a modicum of thie taste, the Spirit of improvement which dis- 
tingnishes this admirable teacher, what would not the church — 
of the living God become! Just what she is called im, Seri pure. 
—the Bride—the Lamb’s wife—the Daughter of the King, the . 


Delight of Christ, the Dove, the Fair one, the Lily among * 


thorns, the Sister ‘und Spouse, the pure Virgin, Christ’s unde-~_ 
filed one! But alas! there is little church pride among 
This is an age of trade and comngtrce; and the profession every 
where and among all of the secular that 
pervade es society. 

As we made our ‘way. wo M 


iile- we met t driving through, 
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sleet and rain on his return from Paris to: Georgetown the in- 
‘deéfatigable brother Johnson, who had been there holding @ 
protracted meeting: 11 persons had made the good confession. 
Although we took no verbal notice of it, yet we experienced a 
thrill of sorrow and compassion as we looked on the face of the 

excellent man: he hoarse, pale, and looked feeble. We 
~ bid hity adieu, and in twodays alter found our se fin tlre bosom 
‘of our own dear family in Carthage, having been absent eight 
weeks. - For ali which blessings we Sera. render thanks to 


our God, through Jesus Christ. 
From. our tour we think we have keen able to deduce the 
following, vizz 
‘1. In some parts the balance which we think Scripture de- 
» Bigned should obtain between teachers and preaehers, conver- 
sion and edification, is destroyed. in some vicinities and 


churches, preaching pretominated; in some, teaching; in some 


places the bretifen were chiefly young converts without com- 


| petent teathers; in other places they were all old with- 


out any preaching. We are happy te say, however, that in 


some tew places there was a happy mixture of teaching-and — 


preaching, of conversion of Sinners and edification of saints. 
saw some folks also that felt that something Was wrong with- 
out knowing what it was. If they will examine, they will 


‘find that the balance which shoald obtain between their duty 


~ and their knowledge is lost in the churcli, that it is all conver= 


-sion—or all teaching, or it auay hap it it is too little of both, or none | 


at all of either: | 
2. | think 1 saw in the centre counties of Kemtueky. what 
cannot at present be seen in the same degree in any other por- 
tion of the christian world. The Evangelists traversing these 
counties are, Johnson, Gaiid: Pinkerton, T. Smith, A. Kendrick, 


Dr. C. Smith, John Rogers, A, Rains, Irvin,. Rice, Marshal, 2 


~ Whittenton, "Brown, cum mullis aliis. Now ask any of our 
- brethren in these Count es within an area of 30 miles square, 
_ where the leading characiers among the above-named brethren 
are io preach on any given day of the month, and a thousand 
-to one but he will tell you, and say brother such-a-one is to be 
at such a place on sncha day; and so of others. The truth is, 
that the brethren of these counties being chiefly in easy cic- 
cumstances, think but little of riding ten and twenty miles to 
meeting when the weather admits; and there is such an un- 
ceasing current of people circulating northward, southward, 
eastward, and westward in these counties, that news of every 
_ kind is spread with the rapidity of a mail express. 


_. But the trath is that the minds of the inhabitants of these 
* “counties are deeply embued with Christianity; and this Ljudge | 
“to be owing mainly to these three things: Ist The whole 


£ round was originally beateup by the Christian brethren and 


W. Stone; 2dly, The writings of Alexander Campbell — 
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propagating the true ‘gospel was introduced 
and has been and now is trumphantly successtul in the 

whole length and breadth of the country; and the worthy 

Evangelists which I have named, availing themselves of these 

successive improvements, have been set over the heads of all 
_the enemies of original christianity. In no other country have. 

I ever seen the servants of our Lord Jesus Christ become so 
mee evidently the delight of a people. In many other places the 
Sunport of Evangelisis is deemed burthensome: in these coun- 
ties their services are eagerly sought for and pasha . 


PERFECTION OF CHARACTER. 


: There are few, even among the pious, who understand it to 
oe be their duty and their prerogative to form their own character, 
| ~ The Calvanism ander woich we have chiefly been educated 
makes children of us all and disarms us even of our best and 
boldest resolutions, \\e are pethaps inclined naturally to 
q _ think that’ we must necessarily be always just what we now 
i cartes and total depravity inculcated upon us from our earliest 
~*~ childhood, seals us in the delusion till the guid oportet of our 
existence is wholly lost sight of and we cease to beli ve that. 
We can possibly become what we ought to be before God. The | 
forniation of character is not a doctrine of Calvinism. | : 
-» Arminianism as taught by Methodists has not improved the 
case. What Mr. Wesley styles Perfection is, he says, given 
“instantaneously, ina moment.” His views, therefore, and our 


something given; we deem itsomething acquired. He thinks 
it something imparted in a moment; we understand it to be 
attained by a long and great devotion to our holy religion; as_ 
the Apostle says, ‘*not as though I had already attained, either 
were already perfect, but follow after,” &c. Mr. Wesley’s 
converts:are all perfected first, and have their characters form= _ 
ed afterwards: the very reverse of this is the truth in our judg-— 
ment; we argue that the disciple must form his character first, 
ahd infer his perfection last. The doctrine of Wesley eauses 
of course many enthusiasts who have no eharacter to boast of 
- perfection, and many others of the best character to despair of 
ft He says it is the effect of an instantaneous aet of the Spirit 
upon the soul; now the sincere and honest hearted, not ex pe- 
‘Fencing this always in such a degree as to lead them to the 
~ bold conclusion that they have attained and are already perfect, — 
‘are hereby discouraged and made to doubt of their acceptance 
with God till déspair succeeding, they are in many instances — 
impelled to deny the faith altogether, and beeome worse than 
an infidel. We believe then that the word perfection, as the | 


own may be stated im contrast thus:—He thinks Perfectionis _ 
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Apostle Paul employs it sometimes, has respect to behaviour, 
and deserjbes that ultimate and high effect upon the character 
Which results from the slow but gradual operation of the dac- 
trine of Christ in. the understanding and upon the heart or the 


Christian, changing him from glory to glory as by the Lord the. 
‘Spirit. The perfection taught by Mr. Wesley, therefore, is not 


that ‘which is inculeated in thése-essays. In principle his isa 
mental hallucination; ours in. principle is faith; and In fact is 


an atiainment to be made only by the severe virtues of self- 


eXamination,-self-government, vigilance,&c. 
- Calvinism is false philosophy and Methodism is false religion. 


Thy former inculeates wrong views of human nature, teaching 
that we are totally depraved, and that ‘*no mere mafi since the 
fall is able in this life perfectly to keep the commandments ot 


God, but doth daily break them in thought, word and deed;’? 


while the latter teaches erroneous views of the Holy Spirit, and 
that the convert after bis justification may, by an instantaneous 
operation, be carried in a moment to the height of that perfec- 


tion which even the Apostle Paul had, at the date of his Epis- | 


_ tle to the Philippians, not attained! The: first of these errors 

retards the progress of the convert towards perfection by teach- 
ing him that this is impossible: the last by saying that he has 
attained it. The latter fills him with spiritual pride: the former 


covers him with dismay. We diseard them both, therefore, as 
equally opposed tothe pertection of which we write, and as_ 


having no other tendency than, like other errors, to lead astray. 
What admirable powers has not God conferred upon us in 
the gifts of self-examination and self-government! For a being 


to be able to: turn his mind in upon itself and examine all the 


faculties of his sou!, is a most extraordinary endowment; and 


_to-be able to continue and prosecute this excellent virtue of —~ 
_ self-government till he has fixed the balance of mind and by 
_ self-government brought his will to respond to his understand: 


‘ing, his duty to his knowledge, and his feelingsand temper to 
_ them both, and his whole body, soul, and-spirit, to the will of 


God through faith and through the Holy Spirit is indescribably : 


But observe, reader, in all our endeavors to improve our- 
selves, we must never forget this, that without Christ we can 


do nothing. ©The spirit and the temper of the Son of God must. 


not only be desired, but sought alter by constant and ardent 
prayers to God that he would perfect us in every good work 
_ and word to,do- his will, working in us by his mighty power 
- whatsoever 'is.pleasing in his sight through Jesus Clirist. 

- Let us never-despair then of a final triumph touching the 
improvement and perfection of our character _ Self-government 
is-a prerogative of our nature and calling, and, as Christians, 


but ever ourselves also. _ Others cause us. frequently to trans- 


gress; but our resolutions should be those of the Psalmist, “As 
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among the Methodists; in the end the. preacher in charge 
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-pespects the'doings of men I have purposed in my heart that I 


will not transgress.” Satan also causes us to transgress, for [ 
doubt not that we are in these times shockingly ignorant of his 
devices; but man I apprehend is too frequently his own great- 
est enemy. To obtain a victory over ourselves, therefore, is 
pong and worthy of the disciple and follower of our Lord 


PERFECTION’ 
NO. XIX. 
TO HUSBANDS. 


é 


ded class-meeting | 
gave directions that such among the brethren present as had 
been pertected would rise to their feet: four persons stood up: 


_ the minister treated their pretensions with respect and defer- 


ence, and regretted that his own experience did not warrant 
him in clainiing the same high distinction: he was not yet per-_ 


fected, and concluded by requesting them to pray forhim. We 


presume not to affirm what<deference is due from our readers» 
to so extraordinary an-exercise as the above, but we hesitate - 
not to declare that had these people’s ideas of perfection been | 
identical with those taught in the scriptures—had they in their 
notions of this doctrine looked: more to character and less to 
feeling: had their own perfection in good deeds rather than. 
their enthusiasin been in their eye, they would doubtless have 


exercised greater modesty in asserting the high degree of their 


In the exe: cise of self-examination many In looking into the 


mirror of their past life-will no donbt perceive that their charac- 
‘ter is stained with the dye of bad temper—perhaps they are the 


slaves of anger—anger towards their own wives who sleep in 


their own besoms! They bide their face, as Isaiah said of the 


hypocrites of old, ‘*They hide their faces from theirown flesh,” 
and imagine, nevertheless, that their services are acceptable to 


Jehovah. There were doubtless just reasons why the: Holy 


Spirit Said, ‘Husbands love your wives and be not bilter against 


them.” “Itis one of the most unpardonable ofall sins fora man 
‘not to love his wife. The Apostle says that ‘*he that loveth his - 
-wife-loveth himself.”? The reverse of this is true also, that he 


that hateth bis wife hateth himself... Let perfection then begin 


at home; let it begin by loving your wife, and that thiseminent | 
virtue may flourish forthwith, assure yourself that as it is your 
prerogative to nourish and cherish her as your own flesh, ‘so 


also-it is your prerogative to suppress every .temper, every 
word, and every look hostile to her happiness and your affec- 


tion for her. One of our own poets has given us the followin 


_ inimitable lines on the chaste affections as they obtain between 


thing 
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the sexes in youth; and if mutual love is so beantiful in the 
young, is it less admirable in those of maturer years? Is the 


‘corn less beautiful in the ear than in the blade? 


One cordial in this melancholy vale, 
~ when a modest youthful loving pair 

others arms breathe out the tender tale, 
Beneath the milk-white thorn that scents the evening gale. 


‘Tf heavena draught of heavenly pleasure spare, 


But I say there were proper reasons. why the Holy Spirit 
eft us not to the dictates of our own fluctuating feelings and 
- erring judgment touching this virtue, but enjoined it upon us 
as a law in God’s kingdom. *‘Husbande love your wives.” 
- Its afact that many men professing godliness do not love-their 
-own-wives. And-there are. but few who love them in the pro- 
portion of their great deserts, their many admirable virtues: a 
“pious woman, and especially a pious wile, and still more espe- 
cially if she be a mother, is by far the dearest of heaven’s earthly 
gifts to man; and if for a moment men would reflect upon the. 


pecutiarites of her physical nature—the pains and sorrows to 


which it subjects her: her family cares, and the embarrassing 


‘circumstances of the station which nature and custom has des- 


tined her-to occupy in ‘society .and in the family, they could 
not help pitying. her sore distresses, her personal and mental. 

cares and suffering: but pity is allied to love;.and her nature 
vembraces.the elements of all love and esteem as well as.of pity 


commisseration..° If, therefore, husbands who are detec-. 


thy 


tive in this beautiful virtue would but allow their hearts tobe 


touched. with the pity which-is due to theirown wives, it is 
- probable that they, would finally love them with all their hearts, 
believe, so far as my acquaintance with animated nature 
-goes, that there js no male but the human that indulges in any 


thing like general. anger towards the female. This may: ap- 


pear a little severe, but the brother who will not love his wife 


deserves it all and more too... 1 know, however, that there is 


abroad an abominable sce; licism touching personal improve- 


- sment, and that many are satisfied with being bad on this point 


from believing that they have-not within themselves the means 
- of becoming better: but this is false, as we have demonstrated 
in our precéding essays; for we all have within us the elements 
of perfection, the powers and faculties both of self-examination 
and self-government which are necessary to make us what we 
ought to be beforeGod. Men are jealous of their.dignity, their 
sovereignty in the family; they would all be **most.noble lords’?! 
cand would be happy in many instances to be obeyed at any | 
rate, whether the heart of their wives were won or not.. The 
- Sovereign of the Universe despises such obedience and there- 
fore he exercises command on no such principle; but greatly 
_ and graciously secures our obedience by first subduing our 
hearts. ‘*Welove Him,” that is, we keep his commandments, 
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“because he first loved us.” Unless, therefore, a man love 


his wife he has no reason to hope for that suordination in his 
family which its highest interests demand; and hence it is for 
the best reason that the Holy Spirit said ‘‘Husbands love your 


wives”; and in the following words reproves the opposite vice, 
“be not bitter against them.” J knew an enthusiast, and he 


was reckoned a Very reiigious man too by his party, w ho after 
having thrown the burden of providing for the family upen 


the shoulders of his poor wife, quitted her altogether, yet had 
art enough even after this to acquire reputation, for piety - 
among those whose views of religion enabled them not to dis- 


criminate between pretence and practice, faith and obedience, 


the love of God and the love cf one’s own flesh. Let no such ~~ 
piety be respected among us; the pretences of such a professor — 


are more injtfrious to the cause of christianity than the ravings 
ofan infidel. If all thesmiles which some men bestow upon 
strangers were collected on one cheek, and all the frowns they 
offer to their own wives were gathered on the other, what 
beautiful looking creatures such men would be! We havea 
thousand things to say upon this subject, but we must defer 
them till a future paper. ‘*Examine yourselves,’’—Paul. 


CLEANSING OF THE SANCTUARY. 


It was said to a prince on a certain occasion of eld that there 


was no royal road to a knowledge of mathematics. This may 


With every possible propriety be affirmed of the offices in the - 


kingdom of God. There is no royal road to the ofhice.or a bisnop, 


or a Deacon, or an Evangelist. To be convinced of this one 
has only to look at the historv of those who successfully fill 


these offices among us. There be many proclaimers abroad; 
but among them all how few comparatively have attained to 
eminence as successful converters of mankind; and by what 
painful experience, by what toil, labor, and devotion have 


these few earned their present distinetion! They have hadto . 
be unceasingly in the field, to arrange the elements of the gos- | 


pel; tostate them over and over again, to define, enforce, illus- 
trate, defend, to warn, exhort, remonstrate and entreat. They 
have had to follow up their audience from house to house to 
ascertain their difficulties, meet them one by one, confute and 
remove them, open the blind eyes by the light of God’s word, 


take the feeble by the hand, lead them, encourage, strengthen 
them, and bear them on their bosoms into the kingdom of God. - 
They have had to rebuke infidelity, scepticism and disobe- 


dience; to practice self-denial in many forms, and Separate 


themselves from all earthly comforts—their own homes, their 


Wives, their children dear! They have had to bear slights, 
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insults, injuries, poverty, sickness and scorn. To be apreacher - 
in‘a party in which every thing in relation to faith, repentance 
_and pardon is expected to be accomplished by spiritual opera- 
tion, and where, in consequence, nothing is looked for from 
indefatigable labor and a superior and dexterous handling and 
application of the word of God, is an easy matter; but to render 
the gospel of God truitful, to so speak it, Acts xiv. 1, thata 
great multitude shall believe it: to so handle these believers that. 
-Mahy of them shall repent, and to so manage the penitents as 
that they shall all turn to God and be baptized is an arduous 
task. To the accomplishment of this task it may not require 
the finest scholarship and ‘the highest mental endowments, 
_and this is fortunate, for it is most evident that scholarship and — 
genius and high mental endowment, like wealth, will seldom 
submit to the uncéasing toil incident to the evangelical profes- —-<gq =: 
sion; but successfully to plead the gospel as plead in this refore 
mation, a few things are indispensably necessary—Itist. The 
‘spirit of Christ disclosing itself by the love of ‘men’s salvation 
in toils, in labors, in necessities, affiictions, distresses, in pure- 
ness, m knowledge, in long-suffering, in truth and in honor. 
2d. The man who would succeed us an Evangelist must be a me 
man of good natural sense; and 3d and last, he must possess a_ -— PSs 
competent knowledge of our religion: as for his knowledge of — 7 
mankind this le will attain by his tabors with them; but with- 
out labor, and until a man has labored, he can promise himself 
no success asan Evangelist, Ina word amancan become an 
Evangelist only by experience. Would a man then be a suc- 
cessful preacher of the gospel? let him stand-on his feet eight 
nights in succession and eight hours at a time, go to bed at 
twelve, one, or two o’clock, or like Paul, continue his toil till 
break of day, for by just such labors was the gospel introduced 
among the Gentiles at first;and by just such toils is it finally 
to put ‘down all the false gosnels in the world. It is the hoy. 
spirit of Christ then in the Christian brother that will finally 
cause him by dint of experience to fill with honor the evangel- 
_ieal office, and sueh a person will have to take a snatch of 
reading and learning just as he can catch it. a 
~ Men are to be set over the floek of Christ by the same holy 
Spirit. There is noroyalroad to the office of bishop,among us, 
If a man, as Paul says, desires the office of a bishoo he must 
have such and such qualifications, atid these qualifications are 
to point him out as the subject of the Spirit’s choice; how un- 
fortunate when this important office is filled, or the way to it 
crowded up. by persons of our own choice rather than by those 
qualified by the holy Spirit! In every instance the office had © 
better be kept empty and the passage to it clear until the per- 
sons qualified for its arduous duties appear among the brethren, 
occasion and opportunity being given to such as inwardly de- 
sire to be overseers of proving their competence, their piety 
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[n our late tours through Kentucky we had opportunity of 
seeing and conversing with many of the overseers of the 
churches, as well as the Evangelists. 
-. Jt seems.to me then that just as our present accomplished 

Evangelists are now every where useful in bringing forth fresh 
and. new Evangelists, so our present Bishops are the persons 
who are to foster and cherish and encourage those in whom 
appear the first buddings of pastoral desire towards the office | 
of bishop. The chureh of God.is an independent self-sustain- 
ing society,,and. is intended to be a blessing to the world, not to 
be blessed by it. Our servants are to go from the church into 
~-the wor'd and not to come from the world into the church, — 
We may, therefore, soon have pienty of Pastors and plenty of 
Evangelists, if our present Pastors and Evangelists are only 
careful to manage with judiciousness the raw material laying 
at their hand, for the word .of God and the spirit of God are 
: : among us. But no man can make a bishop of a person who 
**- @oes not himseif desire to be a Bishop. Nay, the trath is, 
~ that mo man can make another eithera bishop or an Evangelist - 
tall. Theservants of the chureh of the living God must grow 
up inthe midst of the church of the living God, and with the 
proper qualifications at least present themselves a voluntary 
offering tothe Lord to do his work-—to convert the world and 
| to feed and nourish and cherish the chureh. »The Jews were 
ey < the people of God not voluntarily, but according to a law; their 
’ priests and servants officiated in the temple not voluntarily, 
but according. toalaw. but the people of the Messiah were 
to be **ta willing people,” i. e. a people who should present 
themselves to him voluntarily; and so the servants and minis- 
ters of this people were trom the begianing and now are only 
such as did or do present themselves. voluntarily to do the 
service of the Lord. We cant put a man into office here fora 
bit of bread. Our Evangelists have to earn their bread by the 
» sweat of their brow. If they can do the work of ah Evangelist 
and preach and sweat in close and crowded rooms, harangue 
successfully large assemblies, pursue converts from house to 
house, and travel and convert and baptize, they may earn a 
— scanty subsistence here and in the end eternal life, but there 
is no sinecure in the kingdom of God. Our bisheps may do 
little, but their services are rendered unsuspected by the fact 
that they receive nothing in return for them; their service is a_ 
voluntary one, also undertaken not by constraint, as Peter says, 
but willingly; for filthy lucre’s sake butof aready mind.” 
Were the duties of the pastoral office as well understood as 
those of the evangelica! office, the toils might be found to be 
as greatand as beneficial in the one asin the other. The pas-— 
toral office in the church is one of great veneration and res- 
pect; and our overseers are to be ‘thighly esteemed for their 
work’s sake.’? What is the reason why the work of the Evan- 
-gelist is become 60 popular among us while that of the Pastor — 
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passea' wholly unnoticed? In every periodical of the reformae 
tion are filed the successful deeds of our preachers; but in none — 


of them appear the duties and doings of the Bishops. Is"it 86 


_ that there is nothing at all of a popular nature in this office; or - 
are Bishops less useful than Evangelists? Wethink not. We 


_ think that were the duties of both offices duly considered and 
_ Compared they would be found to be equally pregnant of inte- 
restand incident. Will not the overseers, like the evangelists, 
_ please to commune by letter with our periodicals, and discourse 
of the discipline, the worsbip, the erder, the ordinances, the 


teachings, preachings, exhortations, praises, prayer, alims-giv-: 


ing, &c. &c. of their respective churches? . Methinks | hear 


them answer ‘*No.” Why? ‘Because,’’ say they, ‘*we are 


not to publish our deeds tothe. world.” But see, respected 

brethren, though you are not to publish your deeds to the 
“world, yet you may-publish them for the church. The order 
_ of the church and the duties of your office have been corrupted 


and Jost, and are to be restored again only by a slow, gradual, 
perhaps painful experience. .Why then not file your ex- 


perience in some of the periodicals for the good of others who 
“enjoy the episcopal rank like yourselves? Should you chance 


to magea point in worship, discipline, order, government, Or . 
finance, by making it common property you afford all others in — 


your office an opportunity of adopting the improvement, and 
‘by this means the duties of your office may be finally and duly 
‘See what fine forms of evangelical labor we have in the suc- 
cessful efforts of our Evangelist-! Why then might not things 
flourish and shine in the ecclesiastical department also? Be- 
loved brethren, I cannot help thinking that were [ bishop over 
two or three hundred members, as some of you are, | sliould 
never stop till I had made the church of the living God be as 
heaven upon earth. 1 should know every one of my sheep 


by name. T should make prayers pray, readers read, teachers. 
teach, exhorters exhort. the rich give alms, and the singers 
sing, till heaven and earth should meet and mingle into one 
in the place where prayer is wont to be made. I should know 


ejl their joys and sorrows, &c. 


CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


We have duly received the last three numbers of the above- 
named periodical, edited by brother James Wallis, Nottingham, 
Old England. They are composed chiefly of pieces judiciously 
- @xtracted from the periodicals of the reformation published in 
this country—the Preacher, Detector, Harbinger, and Evange> . 
list, interspersed with original matter by the editor and other 
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oF THE TRUB GOSPEL. 
No doubt our insadere would gladly hear how their British 


brethren drive'the pen in the work of reformation on 


the other side of the Atlantic. We mean; therefore, to recipe 
rocate with brother Wallis, and to gratify the brethren in these 


localities with some matter by our foreign fellow citizens of the 


kingdom of God. The pieces which may in future be extracted 
from: brother Wallis’ paper will be subscribed Ch. Mess. Eng., 


“Christian Messenger,” England, to distinguish it from the 


Christian Messenger pu blished in Illinois by our venerable br. 
Barton W. Stone. 

The following two pieces selected will show the estimate 
which our British brethren put upon ‘‘the starting point’—the 
remission of sins, a3 supplied in the true gospel; also the just 


- discrimination which they make between the objects of faith 
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When 1 take a view of my religious experince, 
as a member of a Particular Baptist church for. upwards of tem 
years, I find my religion has been clothed, as it were, in a 


‘‘cjouds and darkness’”’ have rested upon it; there has 
~ been a Sort of indefiniteness about it; it has not yielded that 


joy and gladness, which [ am now persuaded itis calculated 
to impart. Moreover, I call to mind the observations I have 
made on the experience of others with whom 1 havé been sur- 
rounded, I think I do them no injuStice in stating, that it has 


. been with them, ina great measure, (if I may judge by the 


prayers aud addresses I have heard,) as ithas been with myself. 
Wliat then is the secret of this state of things? It is simply, 

in my opinion, Sir, this;—We have had no starting point.— — 

Men, blindly trusting to their own hearts and feelings on this 

subject, and rejecting the positive testimony of the word of — 

God, and the ordinance of baptism, which he lias appointed as 

a means by which we obtain a knowledge of remissiow of sins, 


have consequently wandered on in-uncertainty, doubting and 


fearing as to whether they be forgiven; every step has been | 
unstable and wavering, because they knew not whether ey 
were accepted in the beloved or not, 7 


~ . This has been manifested in all our prayers; for while it - 


becomes every one to draw nigh to God with deep humility of 


soul on all oécasions, yet, surely, if we are reconciled’ to Him; 


if we have been purged from our old sins, we should sentra 


~ our heavenly Father with the confidence and trust.which a 


child exercisés towards its parents; yea, we should be enabled. 
to address God, as ‘Our Father art in heaven; being 
assured: that as he has given his Son to die for us, as he has 


adop ed us into his samy, that he will with freely Biveu us 
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THE EVANGELIST 
persuaded likewise, that the mortal tendency of this 


doctrine, in the production of-a holy life; is most powerful. 
Have-we been forgiven so much! Have our numerous offen- 


_ ces. been blotted out! How must we love! How must our 
souls be poured out in thanksgiving to our merciful and re» — 
deeming God! -And how shall we that are dead to sin, live | 


any longer therein... But if we remain in a state of uncertainty 


with regard to. our acceptance with God, there seems to me‘n0 
__ barrier to protect us from the attacks of the enemy, neither.do | 
we feél a sufficient repugnauce to sin: we are not assured of - 


_ being separated from it, so as effectually to-resist the tempta- 


-dience of faith, we have obtained a knowledge of torgiveness,. 
_effect,—when we remember, that, having been buried by bap- 


trary, seek those thitigs which are above, where Christ sitteth” - 
at the right hand of God; there must our affections be fixed, 


tions that continually surround us. But ifthrough the obe- 


then it is, that when we are-tempted, the recollection of our 
high calling of God in Jesus Christ produces its legitimate 


tism into the death of Christ, and having from‘ thence risen 
with him, we must have no dealings with sin, but on the con- 


‘not on things on the earth. 


be a Starting | 


_ Forgiveness must be atthe commencement of the pilgrimage 
of every child of God; but how sha!l he mark his progress that 
knows not when or where he started? or, how shall he expect 
~ to be received at the goal, who knows not whether he has 


started on the course appointed or noi! There must necessarily 


It always, Sir, bespeaks to me something radically wrong in 


_ the preaching of the word, when individuals can sit under the 


sound of the gospel, twenty or thirty years, and yet never Obey 
it; regular in the assembly on the Lotd’s day, on friendly terms 
with the minister and his people, yet neve: yieilding obedience 
unto Christ. . It is, sir, because the great doctrine of repen- 


tance and remission of sins is not madesufficiently. prominent; 
itis not proclaimed as intended, and as it was at. Jerusalem.—_ 
Let the great doctrines of Christ’s death for sin, and his resur- 


rection for our justification, be proclaimed; let men be taught 
that by obedience from the heart to the form ef this doctrine, 


(which is by a burial intoChrist’s death by baptism. and arising | 


with him to walk in newness of life); that by this means we 


are made free from sin, and become servants of God;.I say, let 
these things. be proclaimed in the language of inspiration, and 


» men must either speedily yield obedience thereunto, or cease — 
to listen. The language of the New Testament authorizes no 
delay, ‘‘now is the accepted time, now is-the day of salvation.” _ 


Men are blinded and: deluded by the charms of eloquence, by 
fine-spun theoretical discourses,.which they mistake for the 
gospel; they hear the ery of peace, peace, when the entrance 


- tothe path of life is hiaden,—the starting point to the ever- 
lasting kingdom of peace and glory is obscured by the inven- 
tions of men.—Ch. MHess., Eng. Warp. 
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~~» We can fully sympathise with T. W. in the above remarks, 


resurrection from the dead, and to dwell in his presence for 
ever. They earnestly waited for an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that cannot fade away, reserved in heaven for 


having for many years traversed tlie same gloomy and uncer- 


tain path, not only without the knowledge of the proper starting — 


point, and the race to be run, but.equally ignorant of the object 
of hope. The primitive christians ran, having in view the 
prize; they did not fight as beating the air. Tie object of their 
ardent expectations was clear, certain, and apparent in all 
their words and actions. It was ever before their minds; for 
they looked not at things seen and temporal, but at things un- 
seen and eternal: it was the return of their Lord; to be changed 
into his likeness; to have immortality conferred on them by a 


those who are kept by the power of God through faith; fora 
world once filled with sin and death, now restored to its prim- 


itive glory, and placed for ever under the reign of Jesus, the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven. Paul says, ‘‘for as it is 
appointed unto all men once to die, and after death the judg- 


ment; so Christ having been once offered to bear away the sins 


of many, will, to those who look for him, appear a second time 


without a sin-offering to'salvation:” ‘“‘wherefore,”? says Peter, 


“the rather, brethren, earnestly endeavor to make your calling 
and election sure, for in doing these things you shall never 


fall, and thus there shall be richly ministered to you an en- 


trance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour - 
Jesus Christ. Such we are persuaded was the one hope, the 


rize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, and such (un- 
ess Jesus, Paul, Peter, James, and John be false) will be con- 


ferred on them who by patient continuance in well-doing, seek 
for glory, honor, immortality, eternal life.—Ch. Wess. Eng. 


“PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS. 


London, July 11th, 1840. 


A numerous meeting of the merchants and bankers of Lon- 
don was held on Friday, 3d ult., at the Mansion House, for the - 
purpose of expressing their horror and detestation at the cruel- 
ties inflicted on the Jews at Damascus, on the false pretence | 
that they had murdered a Roman Catholi¢ priest, that his blood 
‘might be used in the feast of unleavened bread. It was stated 
-‘thatseven of the most wealthy inhabitants, of high character, 
had been consequently subjected to the most cruel-torments; — 
‘two dying under them; and others, barely surviving the prin- — 


cipal tortures to which they were submitted, such as flogging, 


pressing their eyes from their sockets; tying up tender por- 


tions of their bodies, and exposing them till the poor sufferers 


_ grew almost.mad with pain; forced to stand upright for three 
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days, and when falling, roused” by bayonets; dragged round a 


large court by the ears till blood gushed out; thorns driven be-. 
-tween the nails of the flesh of fingers and toes; setting fire to 
their beards, and holding lighted candles under their nose, so 


-~ that the flame should’ ascend their nostrils, Resolutions were 


‘agreed to, expressing the sympathy of the ehristian public at 
the atrocities committed on the ‘sufferers, and calling on the 


_ European governments to secure a fair trial-to all accused; 
--eulogizing the. British government for their willingness to 


uphold and support the cause of suffering humanity; offering 


thanks to Lord Palmerston for his prompt and for. 


the dif- 


transmitting the resolutions to the representatives of 5 
ferent powers resident at the British court, requesting them to 


transmit them to their respective. nations. Mr. O’Connell 


made a most eloquent speech, calling on Englishmen to raise 
one cry from_end to end of Britain, on behalf of the victims of. 


- Such atrocious oppression, and said if they -wanted an Irish. 


shout, they should have it. 
Fayette county, Ky., Nov. 12th, 1840. 


Dear Broruer Scorr:—In that most interesting and affect- 


_ing conversation, held by our blessed Lord with his followers — 


“the same nightin which. he-was betrayed,” he promised them- 


both peace and tribulation—‘*These words have 1 spoken to 


- you, that in me ye might have peace—in the world you shall 


have tribulation.”? . Now, how can an individual be, at the 


. same time, the subject of two states so very. dissimilar?. Does 
_ the Saviour teach, in these expressions, that his people are to 


“be one’day in the enjoyment-of peace unalloyed, and the next 


the children of unmitigated,sorrow? or, that: from-their con- 


nection with him, “the peace of God shall always possess their . 


hearts and minds,”? while from their alliances with this world, 
tribulation is inseparable? ‘The latter expresses the true state 
_ © of the ease, whether it be the meaning of our Lord in the above 


all 


quotation or not. . 


Phe real christian can—‘‘rejoice evermore.” ~The sun of his 


hope careers in a‘cloudless sky, and hastens to set forever in 
the ocean of life. -As the world cannot give, so, neither can it 
take away the Christian’s joy, which is ‘*unspeakable and full 
of glory.” Do poverty and misfortune lay their heavy hand 
upon him?—he remembers that his Lord had not witre to lay 


his head, and that all things, by the divine appointment, shall. 
work together for good to them ‘that love God. From his low > 
| — he looks to the heavens, and with triumphant rapture 


Yonder’s my house, my portion fair, ~ 
= My treasure and my heart are there, 
_ And my abiding home.” 
4 


“ 
; 


; 
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Ave his duin ze and misunderstood and miscansirved 
by his contemperaries!his Saviour will judge the werld in 


‘righteousness, and reward every one according to his works. 


_ He may shed tears of the bitterest an*row OVer a cireumstance 


so deeply afflicting, while with the purest joy he anticipates 


the final sentence of the great Judge, which will vindicate him 


4 


fully and forever. But does distance or death, separate him 
from those he loves in. the Lord!—the redeemed shall e’er long 


be gathered from the four winds of heaven, and housed forevez 
in that **building of God’ not made with hands, eternal in the 


heavens.’’~ The saints of all nations and of all times will be 
found, when ‘‘angels shout the harvest home.” They shall, 


‘in happy companies of myriads, with songs and shouts of tri- 


umph, ascend the mountains of deliverance, and part no more. 
Is the child of God reminded by a'] he sees around him, that 
his earthly career hastens to its consummation?—‘‘he trusts if 


the name of the Lord and stays himself upon his God.””) What 
' though the cold and swotlen waters of Jordan roll between 


him and the city of habitation. He will fear no evilas he en- 


ters them, for the rod and staff of his-God will be there. This 


great Deliverer will never forsake, no never leave him. 


_.- How eloquent with wo, the last briny tear that suffuses the 


sunken eye of the dying mother, asshe looks for the last time 
upon the faces of her beloved offspring! She must leave them, 


~e —perchartee upon the cold charities of a merciless world... Here 


is tribulation indeed—but where is peace? In the Lord. **God 
be mercitul to you my children,” is her last prayer. With the 


strong arm of faith and hope, she lays her babes upon the bo- 


som of her God-—the orphan’s friend—then wings ber way to 
everiasting blessedness. ‘'In me you shall have peace.” 
A peace that passeth understanding is the Christian’s birth- 


Tight, and is beyond the reach of earthly care. Is he in adver- 
pityt—he ‘cleaves to the Bible and trusts in the Lord.” He 
is sorrowful, yet always rejoicing, poor, yet possessing all 
things, whether present or to come; and the winds and waves 
of tribulation,only accelerate his movement towards that blessed | 
home, where the weary rest. How emphatieally true it is, that 


the love of God is.a balm for al! our wonnds—a cordial for every 
fear. The love of Christ is the fountain of all pure aud perma- 
nent bliss, and what shall separate us from this love? ‘Shall 


_ tribulation, or distress, or persecu'ion, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword? Nay in all these things we are more than | 
conquerors through him that loved us. 1 am persuaded,” 
Bays Paul, “that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin~ 


Cipalities, nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 


‘Bor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 


separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 


-Lord.” Nothing then shall separate the christian from joy un» 
— But, my dear brother, if the peace of God be glorious, are 


‘ 
q 


hi Brother Mavity has been a proclaimer of the gospel for near 
twelve years,—long enoug!i to secure the unfeigned love and 
high esteem ofall the dear brethren with whom he was ae- 
‘quainted,—and they feeb that they have lost what time shall 
Never be able to restore,——a good man, a useful man, a man 
‘deeply interested in the eause of God; in a word, a man whose 


bored so faithfully. 


and they: have left three little sons behind to mourn their loss. 
‘He was in -his thirty-fourth year, and was the picture of 


probably, **lift up our eyes in hell.’ Hence the Saviour has 


of heaven.—L. will if possible fulfil my promise during 


“ehildren.. That he who was “aequainted with grief,” may be 
with usthrough life, and bring us all safely Lome to God, is the 
earnest prayer of your brother in tribulation, and jn the king- 
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‘not the tribulations of the world necoecary? Wanld not the 
Seducements of time prove fatal to many. of us, but for the 
Salutary influence of unavoidable sorrow? With all its troubles 
and disappointmenw, we are ini danger of loving this world. 
too well. Wehave need to be reminded that we are strangers 
and pilgrims here—that-this is not our home. What then 

’ ‘would be the resuls, were God in his anger to leave us to bask 


in the sunshine of uninterrupted »prosperity!. We would, most 


queatired to us tribulation as well as peace, that our charac- 
ters might be developed and perfected. He was himself ‘a 


man of sorrows,”’ he was “made perfect: through suffering,” 


and passed: from a cross to a crown. Al! our tribulations, if 
properly understood, will work for us an exceeding and eternal 


‘Weight of glory. 


This is, | believe, brother Scott, ury first letter to you. [ 


- have made it fengthy, but as I write seldom, you wit! forgive 


me. Well nigh madeitasermon. We used to converse — -. 
atleisure, upon the blessed things of religion, but we are, it | 
seems, to enjoy this privilege less frequently during the remain- 

der of our stay on earth, Well, be it so, we will have the ° 

longer chat, when.we meet above.- Blessed be God -for the 


the winter, though I have but little time to write. 


Mrs. P. jeias me in love to sister Seott and Emily and the- og, 


hy 


dom and patience of Jesus Christ. L., Pinkerton. 

Madison, Ia, Nov. 12th, 1840. 
Dear Brotuer Scort:—We have lost°our dearly ‘beloved br. 
Jesse Mavity. He departed this lifeon the evening of the 5th 
instant, in Columbus, ba. after a confinement of about sixteen ; 


services in the church of God will be remembered for many a_ 
year, anid seriously missed by :those among whom he has la- 


He died one year, one month and four days after his lady; 


health and. vigor a few weeks since. But ‘‘in the midst of 
life. we are in death.” Famgson. 


. 


OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 
Millersburg, Sept..6th, 1840. 
Dear Brorner:—The object of the present communication 


i8,.25 you will see, to inform you of the déath of our beloved 
brother in the Lord, N. L. Lindsey, ef North Middletown, 


Bourbon county, Ky., who test -us at 6 o’clock, A. M. on the 


“signed to the will of God, we have spent many pleasant days 


4th of September, 1840, in the full assurance of a happy ims. 
mortality... The charch at North Middletown, of which te was 
one of the Pishops, has sustained a loss not soon to be repaired. © 
Faithful, affectionate, and frank in the discharge of his duty, 


‘he had gained the confidence and esteem of, not only the 


church of which he was a member, but of all who knew him. 
For some time before his death he seemed to have detached his 


_ feelings from the things of the world ina great measure, and 


his great desire seemed to be the success of Messiah’s kingdom. 

He was fast growing in grace and in the knowledge of our | 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Chri-t;.and while be taught the word | 
of truth, he lived in strict accordance with what he taught, . 
and thanks be God, his‘death was as triomphant as his life had 
been exemplary. On the evening of the 3d 6f September, be- | 
ing in his neighborhood at the burial of a relative of mine, and 

hearing that brother andsister Lindsey were somewhat unwell, 


> I went, as [ was in the habit ef doing, to spend the evening 


with them. but oh! who ean paint my feelings when ap- 
proaching his bed-side I laid) my hand upon his forehead and 
found it eovered with the cold dew of death. He at that time 
was not ajfprised of his situation, but.as soon as he was told by 
me that his case was exceedingly doubtful, he said—Brother 
Irvin I wish you to teil all my brethren and sisters with whom . 
you may meet that this is the hour of which I am not afraid. — 


_A friend of his that had been presenta considerable part of the 


day and who was exerting hinielf to save hin), said, Colonel 
Lindsey, do not suffer yourself tobe excited; said he, J am 
not excited, but I wish you all to know thatI am not afraid to 
die. Soon afterward he asked, ‘‘Is this death?” and being an- 


- swered rather in the affirmative, he said, ‘‘Jesus can make a 


dying bed feel soft as downy pillows are.” After a little pause 
he said, ‘‘I wish you all to know that I am now fully satisfied — 
with that faith that 1 have professed, and I only have to regret 


that I had not engaged:in the service of God earlier than I did.” 


“Time,” said he, ‘like an ever rolling stream, bears all itssons 
away; they fly forgotten as a dream dies at the opening day.” — 
But language cannot do justice to the parting scene. Sister ~ 
Lindsey was lying in an adjoining room unable to arise from > 


bed without assistance. Being told of brother Lindsey’s 


situation, she requested to be taken to his room; when brought - 
to his bed-side in the agony of grief she exclaimed, **O! my 
dear, I cannot give you up, I cannot let you go; you must not 
leave me, we must not part.”” Said he, with all the mildness 
of a dying saint, ‘‘Lavinia, my dear, do not talk so; O! be re- 
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together; this is the last, till we shall meet to partno more. O! 


have fortitude; be resigned.” His daughter, thirteen years of 


_ age, being the only one of his daughters present, came to his 
bed-side and threw herself on the bosom of her dying father 
and embraced him. Said he, ‘‘my daughter, you have lately 

- put on the Lord Jesus, be dutiful and kind to your mother, 
remember that this is the first commandment with promise.”* 

‘ $oon afterward he ceased to speak and yielded up his spirit 

without a struggle or a sigh, into the bosom of his Father and 


his God. O! said I, while 1 held my band upon his bosom and 


watched the declining taper of life,—‘*‘Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be like his.” # 


Sweet is the scene when Christians die, 
When holy souls retire to rest; — 
| How mildly beams the closing eye! 
gently heaves the expiring breast! 


Triumphant smiles the victor’s brow, | 
Fanned by some guardian angel’s wing; 
grave where isthyvictorynow! 
. _ And where, O death! is now thy sting!” 
may know that brother L. is dead, but that they may know 
how he died. Your friend and brother, © |. J. Irvin. 


Thad the honor of brother Lindsey’s acquaintance. In per- 

- son he was large and commanding; he was considerate, wise, 
and prudent; and in his manners gentle as a child. Religion 
seemed to be his chief delight; never did I see a man of more 
saint-like behaviour; | could never look at him but as a father. 
He was altogether a-superior man. May his bereaved family 


. feel that comfort in the God of their father which his death now © 


renders so necessary: we solemnly and affectionately condole 
with them on the present mournful occasion. |= W. Scorr. 


RELIGIOUS STATISTICS. | 
~ The following information, says the New York Commercial, 
collected with much trouble by the committee of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Ports, is ex- 


Mohamedans, - - - - - - 96,000,000 — 


Idolators of allsorts, - - 500,000,000 


Population of theworld, <= 860,000,000 


ult 


P. S. The above is written not merely that the community | 


| 
we 
| 


